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No. 4 Sixteenth Year January 28, 1949 
NETHERLANDS Declaration of the Synod of the Reformed Church on 


the Indonesian Conflict 


The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church adopted the 
following declaration on January 14, 1949: 


"The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church has again con- 
sidered seriously what is to be its witness in the present circumstances on be- 
half of the Church, concerning the relationships between the Netherlands and 
Indonesia. 


"In its letter to the Council of Ministers of September 22, 1948, the 
General Synod took as its starting point the promise made by Her Majesty the 
Queen on behalf of the Netherlands people and repeated subsequently on several 
occasions, namely to collaborate in the creation of the political independence 
of Indonesia. In speaking to the Government it recognised the high calling of 
the authorities as the servantsof God and the specific responsibility which it 
bears for its policies including the use of force. Conscious of the dangers 
which would accompany the accomplishment of this promise, it stated at the same 
time 'that a solution of the problems to be sought by the use of armed force 
would inevitably become a source of very great difficulties’, Today the General 
Synod takes the same view which led it to this witness. 


"But in the meantime armed force has been used again and we must 
count with the possibility that the spiritual damage against which we uttered 
awarning in our letter to the Council of Ministers has been done. We know 
that the decision which the Government has taken was made after considerable 
searching of heart, The Government has considered that not to act in this 
given situation would have caused even more damage and would have rendered it 
unable to fulfil the promises made to Indonesia. The Government alone was 
called to take this decision which has aspects of great political complexity 
upon which the Church cmnot pronounce judgment. The Synod feels, however, 
with anxiety that the military action has undermined mutual confidence and that 
this will not only affect the future relations between the peoples of the 
Netherlands and of Indonesia, but also the work of the Church and missions, 
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UNITED STATES New Protestant Radio Commission 

A Protestant Radio Commission has been fermed in New York, with the 
Reve Everett C. Parker as director, The Joint Religious Radio Committee, which 
represented the Congregational Christians, the Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
the Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the United 
Church of Canada, has now merged its activities with those of the new Protestant 
Radio Commission. 


This is a first step in an attempt to "jolt religious broadcasting 
out of its rut of constantly-repeated progranmes based on out-moded ideas of 
the functions of radio, 2nd to make a place for religion in television." 


Mr, Parker pointed out that the radio was "adding a new dimension 
to the vocation of the ministry", and that radio "highlights the fact that the 
Church is not an exclusive institution conducted for the benefit of its re- 
gistered members... Radio and television are essential to the work of the 
Christian Church today. Fewer than 50 per cent of Americans are active church 
members and, of these, how many average two visits to the church each month? 
The Christian Gospel can be carricd to this indifferent majority only by some 
mass medium of communication that can reach them outside the church,! 


HeP.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Missionary Policy in Relation to Communism 


From a report entitled "Recommendations on Missionary Policy in the 
Christian Approach to Communism" presented at the 55th annual meeting of the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North America held on January 7, at Buck Hill 
Falls we quote the following; 


The report advised missionarivs in areas of Ccmnunist "pcnetration" 
to lowsr their standards cf living because comfort, security, and a high stand- 
ard of living erect a barrier between missions and the poverty-stricken masses 
whom they serve. Missionaries may also have to make other "serious readjust- 
ments" in personal living habits and plans, the report added, 


Some mén may fesl called to forego marriage in order to serve areas 
where wives and children cannot go", it stated; or might fcllow Paul's example 
in making their missionary work possible by working in a trade. 


The ministry of the Christian Church in Communist-dominated areas, 
the report stressed, is so urgent that it must be continued regardless of any 
prohibiting circumstances. 


The report proposed that special courses on Marxist philosophy be 
made available to new missionaries, students from overseas, and missionaries 
on furlough. E.P.S.Geneva 
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UNITED STaTES In Faveur of Orphaned Missions 


At its 55th annual meeting held at Buck Hills Falls abt the beginning 
ef January, the Foreign Missions Conference of North america adopted the follow- 
ing resolution concerning Orphaned Missions, 


tl, That having recvived the report cf the International Missionary 
Council on the Lutheran World Federation and the financial prospects of the 
German missions, the crisis confrenting the Paris Mission, the serious financial 
difficulties which other continental missions are meeting, this Conference re- 
cognises that the present situation calls fcr the continuance on an even larger 
scale of that inter-nission aid which was curried on in war timc, under the 
term ‘orphaned missions', 


"The Conference, therefore, strongly commends to its ecnstituent 
members the appeal of the I.M.U. for a new Orphaned Missions and Inter-Mission 
Aid Fund from which help may be given te the German and other continental 
misslons during the next five years. 


"2, That the Conference welcomes the proposal that the 1.M.C. should 
initiate study and consultation regarding a comprehensive ecumenical sclution 
of the long-term problems involved in the maintenance of continental missionary 


activity", K.P.S Geneva 
UNITED STATES american Committees for the Christicn approach 


to the Jews 


At the recent annual mecting cf the Home Missions Council cf North 
America held on Jamuary 10-13, at Buck Hill Falls, the proposal to amalgamate 
the Home Missions Council's Committee on the Christian approach to the Jews, 
and the smerican Section of the International Missionary Council's Committee 
on the Christian appreach to the Jews was approved. 


This means that there will now be in North America am american Com- 
mittee for the Christian Approach to the Jews, Members include four appointed 
by the Home Missions Council, two by the Foreign Missions Conference, one by 
the Federal Council of Churches, and one by the North american Hebrew Christian 
Alliance, In addition, others representing denominations not included in the 


above are to be coxpted. HeP.S. Geneva 
UNITED STaTES affiliaticn with National Council cf Churches 


The question of affiliation with ths proposed Naticnal Council cf 
Churches of Christ in the United States cf America has been discussed frr some 
time by varicus ecclesiastical crganisaticns. 


The proposed Council, scheduled to be fermally organised in 1950, 
was originally planned tc embrace cight Protestant interdenominaticnal bodies, 
as for instance the Federal Council cf Churches of Christ in umerica, the In- 
ternational Council fer Religious Education, etc, The National Protestant Coun- 
cil on Higher Education and the United Stewardship Council have already accept- 
ee: affiliation, 
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At its 41st annual meeting held at Buck Hill Falls from January 


eee ee ee ees 


Council, The decision was taken by 63 votes in favour of affiliation, 16 ne- 
gative votes and 7 abstentions. 


The Foreign Missions Conference of North America (representing 102 
Protestant missionary bodies), also meeting at Buck Hill Falls at the beginning 
of January, voted against affiliation by 63 votes, 51 for and 12 absten- 
tions, 


The Foreign Missions Conference has decided "to maintain its present 
broad base of increasing cooperation among a large number of foreign mission 
boards rather than to seek closer cooperation by a much smaller number of boards 
with the other interdenominational agencies in the proposed National Council. 


Dr M.T. Rankin of Richmond, Va., representing the Southern Baptist 
Convention, opposed the merger. He maintained that a vote in favour of parti- 
cipation "is a vote that does away with the Foreign Missions Conference and 
effectively eliminates Southern Baptists from a fellowship that has lasted many 
years", "The Southern Baptist Convention has maintained membership in the 
F.M.C., but has steadfastly refused to cooperate with other interdenominational 
groups). E.P.S.Geneva 


Life and Work of Women in the Church 


The revised Interim Report of a study on the Life and Work of Women 
in the Church, prepared for the amsterdam Assembly of August 1948, by the Study 
Department of the World Council of Churches from replies received to a question- 
naire, has now been published in an English edition by the World Council of 
Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva (price 2 Sw.franes or 2s.4d.), and 
French and German texts of this document are expected to be available shortly. 


Such a wealth of material was elicited by this questionnaire, in- 
cluding substantial reports, many of them based on very thorough study from all 
types of Churches and all parts of the world, that this Interim Report, as Dr 
WeA. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, points 
out in his foreword, "represents no more than a first attempt to call attention 
to some of the main situations and problems which are fully described in the 
national reports" received. 


Following the recommendations for appropriate action by the Churches 
recommended by Committee Four which received the report at the Amsterdam 
assembly, a commission of church men and church women is shortly to be set up 
to give further consideration to this subject and an Executive Sccretary will 


be appointed. [dee eGEeneva 
GERWANY Bishop Wurm's Farewell to German Student Youth 


"In the years and the decades ahead great patience will be required 
of you, great self-control in the face of injustice, great perseverance in 
quietly carrying out your work. If God gives you the strength to do that with 


Digitized by the Internet Archive ~ 
"in 2024 
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dignity, then, when you come to my years, you will see the German nation once 
more take its place among the nations of the world", 


' This was the messag:: which Bishop Wurm, on his retiroment as Pre- 
sident of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, addressed to the 
students of Germany, on whom the weight of responsibility will rest in the 
future, 


With regard to the danger of a revival of nationalist tendencies 
among the German pecple, the Bishop declared; "It would causo me great sorrow 
if the repeated stands that I have made on behalf of law and justice were to 
arouse among young people a response in the form of unwise national self-right- 
eousness in respect of the occupying Powers. Self-rightcousness is a bad 
counsellor in spiritual and temporal matters alike, and I am glad that I can 
lay down my office in the assurance that others are to come after me who will 
not neglect to speak out on behalf of justice, and who will know at the same 
time that the only people who can lawfully do this are those who take to heart 
the criticisms of others. it has become more and more plain to me in the course 
of my life, which began in the age of national idealism, that not even nations 
live by the power of their arms, nor by the vastness of their possessions, nor 
yet by the readiness of their sons to die for them, but by the simple command- 
ments of God and the benediction which has come down to them from carlier races," 

BP. Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA The Vice President of the Republic against 
WNationalist and Roligious Prejudices" 
The Information Bulletin issued in Prague by the Central Youth Com- 
mittee of the Czechoslovak Republic contains a report of a speech by the Vice Pre- 
sident of the Republic, Mr. Siroky, in which he gives his views regarding 
"nationalist and religious prejudices" among young people. 


Enphasising the importance for the rising generation of ridding it- 
self completely of all nationalist prejudices, the articles goes on to say that 
after the events of February 1948, the new action Committee of the National 
Front decided to amalgamate all the youth organisations in the country. 


"Our intention", continues Mr. Siroky, "was not only to prevent po- 
litical parties from starting youth organisations, but to prevent any organisa- 
tion whatever, Catholic or Evangelical, from forming separate youth groups. 
Such organisations are unnecessary, and indeed undesirable, 


"Certain organisations of young people and of women, of religious 
origin, have set themselves up in opposition to this scheme, indulging in act- 
ivities which were a barrier to our progress. We all know that citizens of our 
republic enjoy complete confessional freedom, and that the clergy of the two 
most important confessions are able to carry out their spiritual mission with- 
out let or hindrance. Religious instruction in the schools is recognised by 
the law; theological seminarics and faculties are training the pricsts -and 
pastors of the future, We quote these facts in order to demonstrate that 
sufficient religious instruction is going on in Church and school to obviate 
any necessity for the creation of confessional youth organisations, It is only 
certain circles opposed tc the wmion of youth which have seen any need for such 
a thing." E.P.o Geneva 
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UsSedalts Baltic Evangelicals 


"Bratskij Vestnik" (Messenger of Brotherhood), the periodical of the 
Union cf Hvangelicals and Baptists in the U.S.S.R., in its fourth volume for 
1948, prints a report on the work of groups of its members in the Baltic Soviet 
Republics of Esthonia, Latvia and Lithuania, The Evangelical Union is a con- 
tinuation of the former "Stundist" movement in Russia, It is stated that it 
has now been possible to repair even those meeting-houses which were destroyed 
or damaged during the war. 


Esthonias;- One of the parishes of Esthonia where, although numeric- 
ally it is not very important, church life is at its strongest is Suigu, where 
a well-furnished stone house was built in 1939. There are three prayer groups 
established in Parnu, and in Vilyandi the prayer group includes Baptists, 
Moravians and Pentecostalists. The Pentecostal movement, which has been flour- 
ishing for some decades in Esthonia, was the object of a detailed inquiry in 
Tallinn. Mr. N.a. Levindanto, representing the Union's central office in Moscow, 
enphasised the need for educational work among Pentecostalists, "in order that 
speaking with tongues, in obscure foreign languages, predictions of all kinds 
and the divination of dreams and visions may be put a stop to at all public 
prayer meetings", The discussion which followed closed with an assurance given 
by the former leader of the Pentecostal movement and other elders that "there 
is no indulgence in speaking with tongues in the Pentecostal movement of Esthoniatl 
and that it thefore counts 'as an exception", 7 


Three groups of Evangelicals are flourishing in Tallinn - Carmel, 

Zion and Sharon, This last, whose membership increased from 54 to 163 during 
1946-7, “expresses agreement during the sermon by interpolations rather startl- 
ing to the visitor, and frequently even by applause", The parish of Sharon has 
been able to make a substantial increase in the size of its church, The parish 
of Ridale has a membership of 400, and that of Rannamois possesses a house of 
its own, where evening prayers are held which have a large attendance and reap 
a rich spiritual harvest. 


Latvia;- The most important recent event in Latvian church life was 
the ten-day training course in Talsi in March 1948, which was attendcd by 14 
persons. Lectures were given on the history of the Christian Church, the history 
and dogmatics of the Baptist movement, eschatology, homiletics, pastoral theo- 
logy, Bible study, service by elders and the constitution of the Soviet Union, 
all carried on within a setting of prayers and trial preaching by those taking 
parte , 


In Priekuls a new mecting-house was opened in the presence of Mr, 

Levindanto and several elders. The consecration ceremony ttok place as follows: 
"On being presented with the key, Brother Levindanto opened the doors of the 
meeting—house with the words; ‘All that ye do, in word or deed, that do ye in 
the name of the Lord Jesus'. The church was full of people, who knelt to sing 
the hymn of the Union of the brothers and sisters in Latvia... There was not 
room for everybody who wished to hear the Word of God, so that many had to stand 
outside by the open window. Some 500-600 people in all had gathered for this 
ceremony, Their leader stated; ‘We celebrate this occasion in the life of our 
church first of all in deep thankfulness to God, Who thus dowers us with His 
great mercy, and likewise in gratitude to our Government'.!" E.P.S.Geneva 
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Ver acala Soviet Church Films 


A film has been mads in Moscow showing the celebrations of the quin- 
centenary of the Russien Orthodox Church's attainment of autocephaly. This 
film has been shown in several Balkan countries and in the Netherlands. 


Another film has been made on the "Synod of Lvov", et which the 
decision was taken to transfer the allegiance of the Uniate Church from Rome to 


the Orthodex Church of Russia, HeP.S. Geneva 
BULGARIA Theclcegical Faculty's Work 


"Tserkoven Vestnik", one of the reriodicals of the Orthodox Church of 
Bulgaria, gives in its issue of December 18, 1948, a detailed account of what 
has been done during 1947-8 in the Theological Faculty in Sofia, the only 
establishment of its kind in Bulgaria, 


Two hundred and seventy-six students in all, including 18 women, 
are attending the Faculty's courses, Forty-four of them are the sons of trades- 
men, 70 of officials, 111 cf peasants, 36 of workmen and 15 of representatives 
of free professions. 


The teaching staff of the Faculty consists of 10 prcfessors, 2 
lecturers and 4 auxiliary helpers. "According to the requirements and the needs 
of the time, the following subjects have been added to the time-tables the 
scientific outlook of Marxism, the Constitution of the Bulgarian People's 


Republic, religious psychology, Christian sociology". Beso, Geneva 
GERMANY Constitution of the Confessing Church 


At a meeting held in Detmold, representatives of the Fraternal Coun- 
cils of the various church provinces decided upon a constitution for the Con- 
fessing Church. 


The Confessing Church is now, as a result, being built up as a proper 
organisation by parishes, The highest authorities are the conference of the 
Fraternal Councils cf the provinces and the Fraternal Council of the Evangelical 
Ghurch in Germany (Naticnal Fraternal Council). The latter will have the task 
of speaking for the Confessing Church, It may carry on its cffice for as long 
as four years, and convokes the conference of provincial Councils twice a year, 
The President, two other members and the permanent business manager from its 
business canmittee, We are infcrmed by the Evangelical Press Service, of Bethel, 
that Councillor Martin Niemdller is to be appointed President. &,P.5. Geneva 


We request our subscribers who have.not yet renewed their 
subscription to send it in as soon as possible. 
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